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7. FUTURE ASPECTS OF CYBORG

In the years ahead we will witness machines with intelligence more powerful than that of humans. This will mean that robots, not humans, make all the important decisions. It will be a robot dominated world with dire consequences for humankind. Is there an alternative way ahead? 

Humans have limited capabilities. Humans sense the world in a restricted way, vision being the best of the senses. Humans understand the world in only 3 dimensions and communicate in a very slow, serial fashion called speech. But can this be improved on? Can we use technology to upgrade humans? 

The possibility exists to enhance human capabilities. To harness the ever increasing abilities of machine intelligence, to enable extra sensory input and to communicate in a much richer way, using thought alone. Kevin Warwick has taken the first steps on this path, using himself as a guinea pig test subject receiving, by surgical operation, technological implants connected to his central nervous system. 
One of my favorite subjects in the evolution of the augmented self is the issue of identity. It is interesting that my native language, the Russian language doesn't have a word for "identity". Humans used to not change that much. In good old times, it used to be easy to understand what constituted an identity. It consisted of things that were physically attached to your bones, things that belonged to you, things you could feel, and things you could control, and all these things were more or less the same. Now these categories are increasingly different, and each of them is more and more dynamic. Things that you control may not be attached to you, you can control things that do not belong to you and aren't attached to anybody, parts of your physical body or intelligence may be owned by someone else, etc. 



A Cyborg is a Cybernetic Organism, part human part machine. Kevin gives a very personal account of his amazing steps towards becoming a Cyborg. The story is one of scientific endeavour and devotion, splitting apart the personal lives of himself and those around him. This astounding and unique story takes in top scientists from around the globe and seriously questions human morals, values and ethics.
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