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4. CYBERNETIC ORGANISM, BEYOND AN INDIVIDUAL
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Generally, the term "cyborg" is used to refer to a man or woman with bionic, or robotic, implants.
More broadly, the full term "cybernetic organism," is used to describe larger networks of communication and control. For example, cities, networks of roads, networks of software, corporations, markets, governments, and the collection of these things together. A corporation can be considered an artificial intelligence that makes use of replaceable human components to function. People at all ranks can be considered replaceable agents of their functionally intelligent government institutions, whether such a view is desirable or not.
The prefix "cyber" is also used to address human-technology mixtures in the abstract- this can include things that aren't normally considered to be technology. Pen and paper, for example, as well as speech, language. Augmented with these technologies, and connected in communication with people in other times and places, a person becomes capable of much more than they were before. This is like computers, which gain power by using Internet protocols to connect with other computers. Cybernetic technologies include highways, pipes, electrical wiring, buildings, electrical plants, libraries, and other infrastructure that we hardly notice, but which are critical parts of the cybernetics that we work within.
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